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British Medical Association. 


PROCEEDINGS 


OF COUNCIL. 


Monday, July 28rd. 
AmgreTine of the Council of the British Medical Association 
was held in the Council Chamber of the City Hall, Cardiff, 
on Monday morning, July 23rd. Dr. H. B, Brackensury 
was in the chair, and there were present: 

Sir Robert tang 3 ge og Dr. C. O. Hawthorne (Chairman 
of Representative Body), Mr. N. Bishop Harman (Treasurer), Sir 
Ewen Maclean (President-Elect), Dr. A. Lyndon (Deputy Chairman 
of Representative Body), Sir Robert Bolam (Immediate Past 
Chairman of Council). 

Dr. J. Barcroft Anderson, Dr. J. Avonteeny, De. J. F. Baildon, 


Sir Alfred oy Dr. J. W. Bone, Dr. C. Bristowe, Dr. 
Douglas, Mr. W. McAdam Eccles, Dr. D. E. 


K. Le Fleming, Dr. R. W. Leslie, Dr. E. 


Apologies for absence were received from Mr. R. G. Hogarth 
ast President), Dr. G. F. Buchan, Mr. T. P. Dunhill, Dr. J. 
lconer Hall, Dr. G. B. Hillman, Dr. J. Livingstone ‘Loudon, 

Dr. J. C. Matthews, Dr. O. Marriott, Dr. J. Patrick, Dr. N. J. 
cn Sir William de Courcy Wheeler, and Dr. W. E. A. 
orley. 

The deaths of Dr. W. Dyson (Sheffield) and Dr. H. Handford 
(Nottingham), former members of Council, were reported, and 
the Council authorized the Chairman to send letters of condolence 
to their families. 

A discussion took place on a matter which had previously 
been tentatively before the Council—namely, a proposal by 
Mr. Gilbert Frankau, the editor of a projected new lay weekly 
Periodical, that the British Medical Association should control 
and officially recognize a page of the new journal, which would 
Consist of articles and paragraphs relating to the care of the 
body, the science of medicine, public health, and similar topics. 
The Council had previously given its sanction to proceeding 
With the negotiations, believing that an opportunity was thereby 
offered for public education in health, and it now authorized 


1 arrangement with the promoters of the journal in question 


for the provision of material for this page, which would be 
headed in some such way as to indicate that the articles were 
contributed by arrangement with the British Medical Associa- 
tion for the guidance of the public in matters of general health. 


The Association's Library. 

The Science Committee brought forward certain proposals 
relating to the library. Mr. Souttar, Chairman of the Committee, 
said that the demand for books was exceeding the supply, and 
therefore the Committee proposed that an arrangement should 
be made with the library of the London School of Hygiene and 
Tropical Medicine on the one hand and the Association’s 
library on the other, whereby the facilities of the two libraries 
would be made available for both bodies and the duplication 
and overlapping of certain books and periodicals avoided. A 
further proposal was that the Association should join the 
Central Students Library, which has the support of the Carnegie 
Trust, the Association’s library thereby becoming an “‘ outlier ’’ 
library, and able to borrow books from other libraries of the 
same category, with, of course, the obligation to lend books 
to the other libraries also. It was stated, however, that there 
was no absolute undertaking to lend books which for any 
reason it was inconvenient to lend; there was simply an under- 
standing among the participating libraries to assist one another. 

The proposals were agreed to by the Council, as were certain 
other proposals affecting the library staff. The retirement of 
the librarian, Mr. Spencer Honeyman, after many years of 
service, was announced to take place as from March next, and 
the Council placed on record its high appreciation of Mr. 
Honeyman’s long and valuable services to the Association, and 
requested its chairman, on its behalf, to transmit this expression 
to Mr. Honeyman. New arrangements as to the salary, duties, 
and responsibility of the librarian to be appointed were dis- 
cussed. The new arrangements render unnecessary the con- 
tinuance of the post of Honorary Librarian, and the Council 
agreed unanimously, and with acclamation to place on record 
its high appreciation of the valuable services rendered to the 
Association in that capacity by Mr. Walter G. Spencer, O.B.E., 
F.R.C.S. Mr. Souttar said that the Association stood greatly 
indebted to Mr. Spencer, who was one of the most experienced 
librarians in London, and whose work during the transitional 
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period when the library was being established in the new 
house had been of extraordinary value. F 

A further recommendation, which involved structural altera- 
tions to provide more adequate library accommodatien, was 
postponed until the Wednesday meeting. 


The Association’s Scholars and Grantees. 

Mr. Souttar reported on the work of the Association's 
scholars and grantees during the past year, and ihe applications 
which had been received for the coming year. He said that 
43 applications had been received for scholarships, many of the 
applications being of the very highest order. The names 
placed before the meeting were selected by the Science Com- 
mittee after consultation with Sir Humphry Rolleston and Dr. 
W. E. Dixon, both of whom had taken an enormous amount 
of pains to satisfy themselves as to the claims of the candidates. 
The following were the names recommended and agreed to. 


Ernest Hart Scholar. 

Hoyte, Joun Cuirrorp, M.B., B.S. (Cambridge). To investigate 
the association of the serum calcium level in tuberculous avimals 
with calcium retention by the diseased organs, and with the acid- 
base balance of the blood. 


Ordinary Research Scholars. 

Peet, ArtTHUR FirzGeratp, M.A., B.M., B.Ch., D.M., 
M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P. (Glasgow). Investigation of the morphology, 
cultural characteristies, and variations of organisms belonging to 
a group intermediate between the bacteric and lower fungi. 

Cameron, Gorpon Roy, M.B., B.S. (Melbourne). (1) Continuation 
of researches on the pars tuberalis hypophysis; (2) investigation of 
structural changes in the pulmonary system im conditions of 
oxygen hypotension. 

orrey, M.B., Ch.B., B.Se., Primary F.R.C.S., 
M.D. (Manchester). (1) A histological re-investigation of mam- 
malian lymphoid tissue; (2) to see whether a metamorphosis of the 
lymphocyte into erythrocyte or granulocytes can possibly oceur in 
mammalia; and (3) to investigate a number of cases of 
“lymphoid ”’ leukaemia in human beings. 


Grantecs, 

Wuirtte, Cravp— Howarp, M.A., M.D., M-.R.C.P.. M.R.C.S. 
(Cambridge). The pathology and epidemiology of pneumonia and 
pneumococcal infections. £100. 

Copeman, Wituram 8S. C., M.A., M.B.. M.R.C.P. (St. Mary's 
Hospital). An inquiry into the effect of irradiation in activating 
drugs of the fluorescent group, and their selective action on 
embryonic and neoplastic tissue. , 

Hotmes, Eric Gorpon, M.A., M.B., B.Ch. (Cambridge). Meta- 
bolism of nervous tissue. £20. 

Mackay, Rosert Lixpsay, V.C., M.D., Ch.B., B.Se. (Wolver- 


hampton). Variations of certain constituents: of the blood during. 


anaesthesia. £16. 

Hannan, Joun Hersert, M.A., M.D., B.Ch. (Middlesex Hospital). 
Autoplastic and heteroplastic grafting of ovaries, with particular 
reference to their value in the treatment of the menopause. £25. 

Wicoper, Sytvia B., M.A., M.D., B.Ch., B.A.O. (Dublin); 
GaTENBY, James Bronte, M.A., Ph.D.Dubl., D.Phil.Oxon., D.Sc., 
F.R.M.S. (Dublin). The cytology of x-ray sterilization of the 
testicular cells of guinea-pigs and other laboratory animals. £40. 

_SatmonD, M. K., M.D., B.S., M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P. (Royal 
Free Hospitel ; Turner, Beatrice Erner, M.B., B.S., M.R.CS., 
L.R.C.P., RCS. (Royal Free Hospital). The causation and treat- 
ment of puerperal sepsis. £40. 


Other Business, 

A report of the Insurance Acts Committee was brought 
forward by Dr. Dain, who mentioned that it was the view 
of the Committee that medical certification had been unjustly 
criticized on the ground of laxity in connexion with the large 
increase in sickness benefit claims. While the Committee was 
aware of individual instances of laxity in the granting of 
certificates, it was in no way convinced that lax medical certifi- 
cation was responsible for the sudden increase in 1926 and 1927 
of the amount expended on sickness benefit. The Committee 
had made considerable progress in conveying its views on this 
subject to the Ministry of Health, and had got to the poiat 
where the permanent officers of the Ministry had undertaken to 
advise their chiefs that when speaking to the public or in the 
House of Commons they should give this matter its proper 
perspective. 

On the report of the Public Health Committee Dr. Lewys- 
Lloyd said that the. effort of the Committee to safeguard the 
position of medical officers of health in relation to the position 
vf town clerks had proceeded satisfactorily, and he submitted 
the draft of a letter to the Ministry, in reply to one received 
which stated the view of the Association and, it was hoped, 
would be the final letter in the correspondence. The draft letter 
was approved. 

On the report of the Organization Committee the incorporation 


| and convenience of representatives. 


of the New Zealand Branch was approved, and various domestig 
matters were dealt with on the report of the Office Cominittes, 
including the decision again to hold an Autumn Dinner of the 


_ Association. 


Wednesday, July 25th. 

The first meeting of the new Council of the Association 
was held at Cardiff on Wednesday, July 25th, with Dr, 
Brackensery in the chair. 

The members attending were substantially the same ag on 
Monday, save for the absence of Dr. Barcroft Anderson, Dr. J.P. 
Baildon, Dr. Lockhart Stephens, and Mr. Webber (no longer 
members of the Council), and the attendance of the follow 
new members: Mr. A. H. Burgess (President-Elect), Dr. Ht 
Beadles, Dr. C. E. 8. Flemming, Dr. E. R. Fothergill, Dr. N. PLL, 
Lumb, Dr. Peter Macdonald, Dr. W. Watkins-Pitchford, and Sir 
Malcolm Watson. 

The Chairman extended a welcome to the newly elected 
members, alike those joining the Council for the first time and 
those rejoining it after an interval of absence. 

In connexion with the resolutions of the Representative 
Meeting, the Chairman drew attention to the fact that the 
thiee resolutions defining the duties of the public health officer, 
passed by the Representative Meeting on the previous day, 
called for action before the committees met in the ordinary 
ccurse in the autumn. The Minister of Health had asked the 
Royal Commission on Local Government to report in November 
on certain special points, one of which was as to the means of 
expediting the appointment of whole-time medical officers. 
Before the Council met in October, therefore, it would be 
necessary to take these three resolutions to the Ministry of 
Health, and to send in a memorandum as additional evidence 
which the Association wished to tender. He asked for the 


_ instructions of the Council as to procedure. 


The Council authorized the officers and the Chairman of the 
Public Health Committee to carry out what was necessary. 

The dates for ensuing Council meetings (October 17th and 
December 12th) were agreed to, later dates being left for 
subsequent consideration. 

The Medical Secretary and the Chairman of the Public 
Health Committee were appointed representatives to attend, 
by invitation, a conference in Octcber next summoned by the 
Central Council of Health Education. 


The Annual Representative Meeting. 

Sir Robert Bolam called attention to the desirability of 
extending the period of the Annual Representative Meeting in 
future years in view of the extraordinary pressure under which 
the meeting had had to be conducted at Cardiff. He believed 
the time had come to consider the advisability of allotting one 
more day for this purpose. Year by year the business increased, 
important matters had to be hurried through, and on the last 
day of the meeting the competition with various other functions 
tended to result in an unseemly scramble to conclude the 
business in time. He was not imputing blame to anyone—they 
were all the victims of circumstances; but anything les 
dignified that the position of the Representative Body during 
the closing,hours of Tuesday’s discussions could not well be 
imagined. The Chairman was compelled to accept within two 


ov three minutes several reports, the work of three committees, 


and to put to the meeting an important vote of thanks to those 
who had been engaged for months in preparing for the comfort 
He thought it might also 
improve the relationship between the Representative Body and 
the Council if representatives who came from a distance were 
given more time to discuss many matters on which they wete 
not really well informed. The addition of another day 
mean a more dignified and satisfactory mode of conducting 
business, but if the Representative Body assembled on the 
Thursday instead of on the Friday he would deprecate avy 
tendency to increase the number of entertainments ; it should 
be a purely business meeting. 

Dr. Dain agreed with Sir Robert Bolam in his description of 
the situation in which representatives found themselves, but he 
was not satisfied as to the effectiveness of the cure which he 
proposed. He had never known a conference yet, however much 
time was allotted to it, which did not have to hurry through 
its concluding stages. A little more forethought on the part of 
the Agenda Committee seemed to be required. But it was * 
serious matter. to ask representatives to give an extra day 
their time, and it would result in an increased tendency to leave 
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the work to men who had retired, whereas the important thing 
was to get the active participation of the men still in practice. 

Sir Jenner Verrall doubted whether the proposed remedy 
would act, but he thought that by the resolute action of the 
Chairman discussions might be compressed. Dr. Douglas said 
that the suggestion that he had to make would be very un- 
popular: it was that instead of adding another day to the 
programme, representatives should be ruthlessly brought back 
each evening after dinner. Dr. Le Fleming considered that not 
infrequently the time of the Representative Meeting was taken 
up to no particular advantage. Mr. Turner, speaking .as a 
former Chairman, said that it had been his custom when he 
got the agenda to allocate a certain time to each section of the 
pusiness, and in that way he got the business through without 
any loss of proportion in the debate or any undue hardship. 
Dr. Bristowe said that the human mind was not capable of 
concentration beyond certain limits. At the end of the fourth 
day representatives were exceedingly weary; a fifth day would 
mean exhaustion. 

Dr. Hawthorne said that Mr. Turner was Chairman during 
the war, and what could be done in war-time by a benevolent 
dictator was a different thing from what could be done in 
peace-time by an ordinary individual who had accepted the 
presidential responsibility. With regard to a five-day meeting, 
this would mean, he feared, an increased tendency for repre- 
sentatives not to remain for the rest of the Annual Meeting. 
As for the conduct of the meeting itself, he was of opinion 
that no greater responsibility could fairly be put upon the 
Chairman in the way of curtailing discussion. Some repre- 
sentatives came with the express object of saying certain things, 
and it would be invidious and unfair to cal! upon the Chairman 
to say that a subject had been sufficiently discussed. There 
were certain constitutional remedies in the hands of the 
meeting itself, which the recent meeting seemed reluctant to 
adopt—namely, to resolve that speeches should be limited to 
acertain number of minutes, or to proceed to the next business. 
While he regretted the character of the concluding ten minutes 
of the Representative Meeting, he really did not see how Sir 
Robert Bolam’s proposal would assist matters. 

It was agreed that the Agenda Committee should report on 
the whole subject to the next meeting of Council. 


Place of Annual Meeting, 1931. 

Invitations were received from the Leinster Branch for the 
Annual Meeting to be held in Dublin in 1931 and from the 
Eastbourne Division for it to be held in Eastbourne, where 
the Association had never previously met. The Association 
last met in Dublin in 1887. 

Sir William de Courcy Wheeler, in proposing that the 
Leinster invitation be accepted, said that he had been charged 
with the duty of indicating the cordial feelings which prompted 
and accompanied the invitation from the profession in Southern 
Ireland. The Association would be received with a hearty 
welcome from the universities, from the Government, and from 
all the learned and public bodies. There was unity and 
fraternity amongst the members of the medical profession in 
Ireland, and he prophesied full co-operation and support for 
the Dublin meeting from Northern Ireland. A meeting of the 
Association in Dublin would do more good for the healing of 
Wounds than the most adroit of political gestures. Sir William 
Wheeler pointed out that it was forty-one years since a meeting 
was held in Dublin, and that although the delights of East- 
hourne were well known, many meetings had been held within 
a“ stone’s throw of that locality. The Ivislt Tourists’ and 
other associations had made travel so easy that members would 
find it took much less time and money to reach Dublin than 
Cardiff. Sir William added that he understood the difficulty cf 
having a meeting Overseas in two consecutive years, but it was 
Not insuperable. 

Dr. Peacocke supported the invitation to Dublin. 

_Dr. Starling hoped that the Council would accept the invita- 
tion to Eastbourne. Only on two occasions had the Association 
Visited that corner of England, and on each of them the place 
had been Brighton. Eastbourne was an active and enthusiastic 
'vision, which was very anxious to have the opportunity of 
displaying its proverbial hospitality. The business and _resi- 
dential population also supported this invitation. With regard 
to the public buildings, he understood that these had been 
officially inspected by the Association, and had satisfied the 


examiners. Unlike some other towns, the hotel accommodation 
was extraordinarily good. Many excursions to places of 
picturesque and historical interest were possible. 

Dr. Fothergill, in supporting the Eastbourne invitation, 
said that it was warmly en@@rsed by Sir Charles Harding, 
the head of the medical profession in Eastbourne. At the same 
time he had great sympathy with Ireland, where he felt that 
a meeting of the Association would give great satisfaction and 
do great good. 
~ Mr. Bishop Harman, while having every sympathy with the 
proposition from the Leinster Branch, appealed to Sir William 
Wheeler to withdraw it, at any rate so far as 1931 was con- 
cerned. He pointed out that in 1930 the Association would 
meet at Winnipeg, where the sequence of Annual Exhibitions, 
which the brilliant staff work of-the Finauce Department had 
now put on a high level of excellence, would be broken, It 
was to be hoped, however, that the loss of the Exhibition for 
one year might be got over. But if there were two successive 
years—one in which there was no Exhibition so far as head- 
quarters were concerned, and a second in which the difficulties 
of a successful exhibition of the ordinary kind were obvious—it 
might have very serious consequences on the future of the 
Exhibition generally. The further the Association went from 
centres of population in this country, the less show it vould 
make for exhibitors. In all probability the 1932 meeting would 
be held in London, where—London now being the centre of a 
good deal of competitive effort in the way of exhibitions—it was 
important to ensure a really good Exhibition. 

Dr. Leslie hoped that the Council would turn a deaf ear to 
Mr. Bishop Harman, and accept the invitation to Ireland—an 
acceptance which would be hailed with delight by both North 
and South. Sir Jenner Verrall put in a claim on behalf of the 
south-east corner of England; Dr. Walshe supported the Irish 
invitation; and Dr. Hawthorne said that he was not going to 
vote against Dublin, but he was going to vote in favour of 
Eastbourne, because one could not reasonably ask members to 
go out of Great Britain for two successive years. 

Sir William Wheeler thanked the Council for the kind and 
sympathetic manner in which the Irish visit had been discussed, 
and the obvious desire of the members to accept Dublin as a 
suitable meeting place if the one difficulty could be overcome. 

The Council divided, and there voted: For Eastbourne 26, 
for Dublin 20. 

Dr. P. Macdonald expressed the hope that the invitation 
from Ireland might be renewed at a rather more convenient 
date. (‘‘ Hear, hear.’’) 


Appointment of Committees. 

Voting papers for members of standing committees were 
circulated, and the Council proceeded to consider the appoint- 
ment of special committees. The question of the Committee 
on the Causation of Puerperal Morbidity and Mortality, which 
required a somewhat altered reference after the resolution of 
the Representative Body, was deferred until the October 
meeting of Council. The following committees were again set 
up: Parliamentary Elections, Ophthalmic, Pharmacopoeia, 
Psycho-analysis, Lunacy Law and Mental Disorder, Building, 
Recruitment of Medical Practitioners in Case of War, Poor 
Law Reform, International. Medical Sea Code (Dr. Bone said 
that the work of this committee was practically finished, but it 
would be necessary to have one more meeting), and Private 
Practice. The Association’s representatives in the continuing 
conference with representatives of the Society of Medical 
Officers of Health were also reappointed. 

Dr. Fothergill drew attention to the fact that the National 
Health Insurance Act, 1928, would affect to a very consider- 
able extent the interests of consultants and specialists. He 
thought it most desirable that this group in the profession 
should have the fullest possible opportunity, through its repre- 
sentatives, of considering and influencing the regulations and 
schemes to be made under the Act and in advising and assisting 
the Association in any action to be taken. He pointed out 
that the Insurance Acts Committee in the past had had to deal 
primarily with domiciliary medical service, and that it con- 
sisted mostly of general practitioners. Groups of consultants 
and specialists could not be expected to leave their interests 
entirely in the hands of a committee so constituted, however 
willing its members might be to help. 

Dr. Dain said that the situation might be met by the appoint- 
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ment by the Insurance Acts Committee itself of a subcommittee 
upon which there would be certain specialists and consultants, 
who would report through the Committee to the Council. 

The Chairman also thought that the appointment by the 
Insurance Acts Committee of af® Additional Benefit Subcom- 
mittee would be the most satisfactory method of dealing with 
the matter. 

Dr. Fothergill still did not think that consultants and 
specialists would be willing to submit to a position in which the 
representatives of general practitioners would supervise, con- 
sider, and deal with any conclusion to which they might come. 

Mr. McAdam Eccles regretted that the medical side of 
consulting practice as distinct from the surgical was not 
sufficiently represented. : 

Dr. Hawthorne thought Dr. Fothergill’s apprehensions un- 
justified. The Insurance Acts Committee had to present a report 
to the Council, and in the last resort the decision of the 
Association was made by the Council; there could be no ground 


- for saying that the control was in the hands of a group of 


general practitioners. 

It was agreed that the Council should suggest to the Insur- 
ance Acts Committee that it appoint an appropriate subcom- 
mittee, and that the position of consultants be very carefully 
considered in such appointment. 


The Association’s Library. 

The question of certain alterations at the Association’s House 
to provide for the library’s present and future needs, which 
had been postponed from the Council meeting of Monday, was 
then considered. Mr. Souttar said that the proposal was to 
divide the Hastings Hall horizontally, the upper floor to be used 
as a reading room, and the lower floor (with artificial light) 
as a book store. The existing library would be vacated, though 
the book shelves would be retained, and would be converted 
into two meeting rooms, one large and one small. This pro- 
posal would have the advantage that it would provide adequate 
library accommodation, it would furnish a very lofting reading 
room, and the conversion of the existing library into two meeting 
rooms would obviate the need for utilizing any of the space 
in the new blocks for the provision of more committee room 
accommodation. The cost of the structural alterations would 
be about £3,500. 

Sir Robert Bolam, in supporting and further elucidating the 
proposals, said that the Hastings Hall was a very lofty room, 
and would lend itself admirably to horizontal division. The 
upper room, 19 ft. high, would be well lighted, while the 
apartment below would provide storage for 48,000 volumes. 
The large room made available by the vacation of the present 
library would, he thought, comfortably seat 150. 

Dr. Hawthorne said that this was not a hastily improvised 
scheme, but one which had received long consideration. He 
thought it had many advantages, and might forthwith be 
adopted in its entirety. 

After some discussion, during which the chief questions 
raised were as to the conversion of the existing library into’ 
meeting rooms, the Council approved the proposal to divide the 
Hastings Hall horizontally, and postponed until October a 
decision on the other questions involved. : 


The International Union of Medical Organizations. 

The Chairman raised the question as to the form in which, 
following the resolution of the Representative Meeting, the 
Association should express its adhesion to the Association 
Professionnelle Internationale des Médecins. It seemed to him 
that in the covering letter it must be made clear that the British 
Medical Association retained the freedom which was expressly 
stated in the answers to the original questions relating to the 
conditions of adhesion. In view of a possible interpretation 
of one of the statutes of the Union, he thought the Association 
should definitely reserve the right to withdraw if a decision 
requiring executive action was such as to incur the Association’s 
dissent. 

After some slight discussion it was agreed that the covering 
letter should set forth this reservation. It was stated that the 
Medical Secretary personally at the conference would be able to 


interpret the mind of the Council on this question. 


A Proposed Processional Staff. 
A letter was read from the Treasurer (Mr. Bishop Harman), 
who had had to leave the meeting earlier, suggesting that on 


certain special occasions, such as the church procession, some 
symbol of the Association would be appropriate. Its need 
would be felt especially at the forthcoming centenary celebra. 
tions. His idea was that the Association should possess 
processional staff, similar to the one carried before City com 
panies on ceremonial occasions. It would not be a mace, which 
had a different significance. If the idea of a staff was accept. 
able he had in mind certain suggestions as to the device. [If 
the Council approved, he would be very glad to present the 
staff as a gift to the Association. The Council, on the motion 
of Dr. Le Fleming, seconded by Dr. Fothergill, expressed its 
gratitude to Mr. Bishop Harman for his generous proposal, and 
requested his permission, in order that the matter might ig 
discussed with the care it deserved, to defer its reply until the 
October meeting of the Council. 

The meeting of the Council lasted for three and a half hours, 


Association Notices. 


FURTHER EXTRAORDINARY GENERAL 

MEETING. 
A FurtHer Extraordinary General Meeting of the British 
Medical Association was summoned to be held at the British 
Medical Association House, Tavistock Square, London, 
W.C.1, on Wednesday, August 8th, 1928, at 2.30 p.m., to 
consider, and if thought fit to confirm, the special resolution 
for alteration of Articles which was passed by the requisite 
majority at the Extraordinary General Meeting held in the 
City Hall, Cardiff, on Tuesday, July 24th, 1928. At the 
meeting convened for August 8th, the necessary quorum 
not being - present, the meeting stood adjourned to 
Wednesday, August 15th, 1928, at the same time and how, 
pursuant to By-law 34. 

By Order of the Council, 
L. Frrris-Scott, 


Financial Secrctary and Business 
Manager. 


August 8th, 1928. 


CURRENT NOTES. 


Preposed New B.M.A. Building in Sydney, 
New South Wales. 
Proressor Lesure F.R.1.B.A., the adjudicator 
in the competition for designs for the new building to be 
erected by the New South Wales Branch of the British 
Medical Association in Sydney, has chosen as first in order 
of merit a design by Mr. K. McConnel and Mr. J. C. F, 
Fowell. The site, in Macquarie Street, has been described 
as ‘‘ magnificent, nothing better in the Southern hemi- 
sphere—the building will overlook the Botanic Gardens, 
Government House grounds, and Sydney harbour.” In 
the design favoured by the adjudicator provision is made 
for a lofty structure of dumb-bell shape in plan, with the 
upper stories set back a little and surmounted by a super 
structure giving accommodation for squash raquets courts. 
The effect suggested by the architects’ sketches is of a 
massive, dignified, and well-proportioned building, appro 
priate to its purpose. In the draft design the basement 
contains a restaurant, a kitchen, and other offices, while 
part of the ground floor, on the street front, is available 
for letting as shops, a hall for Association purposes, to 
seat between 200 and 300 persons, occupying part of the 
remainder. On the mezzanine floor are the Association 
offices, and on the first floor the library and committee 
rooms. This dispositicn is, of course, open to alteration. 
The higher. floors are subdivided into groups of rooms 
suitable for use as medical consulting rooms, as residential 
flats, or as both combined; special attention has been 
given to lighting, to the provision of ante-room accomme- 
dation, and of suitable approaches. It is proposed that the 
front of the three lower floors, housing the Associations 
apartments, should be faced with stone, and the higher 
portion of the building with terra-cotta. The frontage 
will be relieved by three lofty tiers of bay windows, ascend- 
ing from the second floor to the ninth fleor; in the 
exterior decoration it is suggested that colour should be 
used between the windows and the mullions of the bays 80 
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that the piers and mullions will stand out prominently as 
‘vertical masses. The execution of the scheme on these 
lines, if the plan’ described be adopted, will furnish the 
medical profession in New South Wales with headquarters 
suitable to its place in the life of the community, and will, 
in addition, establish a working centre to accommodate 
a considerable number of the practitioners of Sydney, con- 


stituting a medical colony in that city with ample facilities 


for social and professional intercourse. 


CONFERENCE OF HONORARY SECRETARIES. 
Tut Conference of Honorary Secretaries of Divisions and 
Branches was held in the Council Chamber of the City Hall, 
Cardiff, on Wednesday, July 25th. Dr. J. R. Prytuercnu 
(North Carnarvon and Anglesey) was elected to the chair. 


The Social Factor and Divisional Efficiency. 

Dr. R. Forses (Gateshead) opened a discussion on the pro- 
position ‘‘ That the social factor is more important than 
medico-politics in maintaining the efficiency of a Division,’ 
saying that an efficient Division must display in greater or lesser 
degree the following four characteristics : it must possess ‘‘ a 
certain liveliness,’’ it must be bonded with professional friend- 
ships, it must have a healthy interrelationship with all the other 
medical interests in the area, and it must be the focus of 
medical thought and idealism in that area. Such a state of 
things in a Division could not be brought about by one man; 
it was only the result of conjoint action. A good dance, 
a social gathering in the nature of a ‘‘ smoker,’’ a _ golf 
tournament, an organized night at the theatre, a good medical 
dinner, and a greeting to every new member on entering the 
Division were more likely to consolidate the efficiency of a 
Division than medico-politics. The average practitioner looked 
upon politics of all sorts, whether medical or otherwise, with 
a great degree of suspicion. He preferred social gatherings to 
wranglings over medico-politics. A Division could grow and 
develop into its full stature of efficiency only by giving thought 
to the social as well as to the professional weal of its members. 

Dr. F. J. Bartpon (Southport) had always felt that the social 
activities of many Divisions had been neglected. He believed 
that the solution of the problem lay in the appointment of 
a ladies’ committee. Dr. F. W. Martin (Glasgow Eastern) 
supported Dr. Forbes from his experience as a divisional secre- 
tary. Times had changed, and if the members were to be 
gathered together it was necessary to forego the scientific side 
and cultivate the social side more. Dr. F. C. B. Grrrincs 
(Portsmouth) said that it was only when suppers, followed by 
amore or less popular lecture, were introduced in his Division 
that it started to flourish. Dr. J. G. McCurcuron (Glasgow 
and West of Scotland Branch) said that one of the secrets of 
success in a Division was to get the ladies interested. The 
time had come when medico-politics should be submerged to 
a considerable extent. 

Dr. E. Lewys-Lioyp (South Carnarvon and Merioneth) said 
that the business of a Division was to carry on the work of 
the Association. It was necessary that the opinions of the 
Divisions should be obtained. He failed to see how otherwise 
the cohesion of the whole Association could be maintained. His 
experience was that if he could arrange an interesting clinical 
afternoon members attended. It brought them together just 
as much as a social function did. Dr. 5. G. McCurcHeon said 
that he presumed that most doctors went to clinical meetings 
by motor. He had never heard of a one-seater motor car, and 
the other seat could be occupied by a lady. Dr. H. 8S. Brapies 
(Stratford) said that the British Medical Association had two 
objects, scientific and medico-political. The social side might 

very nice and interesting ; but it was merely an adjunct. 

‘The Mepicat Secretary said that nobody appreciated more 
than he did the value of social work in connexion with the 

airs of a Division; the best Divisions were those which 
cultivated the social side ; but there was nobody more conscious 
than he was that that side ought to be cultivated only as a 
means to an end. Some of the Divisions were a ghastly failure 
o the medico-political side. The Divisions existed as the 
organs of the Association at the periphery. If it was not 
possible to find out from the Divisions what they thought, the 
euncil and the Representative Meeting could not function 
properly. Those meetings at which only the chairman and 
secretary attended to discuss the Annual Report of the Council 
were a scandal. A Division which could not persuade a reason- 
able number of its members to come together on one, two, or 
iree occasions in a year to discuss vital matters, such as those 
Which had recently been discussed at the Representative 

eeting, was not doing its duty. 

Dr. McCvurcnron considered that Divisions did not make 
sufficient use of the members of Council whose services they 
ould call upon. He suggested that secretaries should always 


invite to their meetings the member of Council who represented 

the area. The Mepicat Secretary said that the suggestion of 

= McCutcheon was one that every secretary ought to take to 
eart. 

Dr. Forses, replying, expressed the opinion that it would be 
much easier to get members to meetings once camaraderie had 
been established amongst them, and that that was much more 
likely to be established by means of the social factor than in 
any other way. In his Division it had been found that the 
introduction of a very pronounced social factor had met with 
very encouraging results. 


The Divisions and Local Medical Socicties. 

Dr. F. C. B. Grrrmncs (Portsmouth) opened a discussion on 
the subject of the co-operation of a Division with a local medical 
society in its area. He said that in his area the Division could 
not co-operate with the local medical society; it simply 
swallowed it. At the time neither the Division nor the medical 
society was doing very well. There were two points for dis- 
cussion. The first was, Was it possible to co-operate? He did 
not think that it was. There was always a little friction if one 
endeavoured to do so. Then, Was it a bad thing to have two 
societies in the area? He thought that it was. A Division was 
not big enough for two societies. 

Dr. C. J. B. Bucuan (Lewisham) said that he was secretary 
of both the Division and the local medical society. He tried 
to get everybody into the Association and into the society as 
well. Most of those who became members of the society 
jcined the Association, and the members of the Association 
usually joined the society. The meetings were held on different 
days. There was no antagonism at all between the two bodies. 
Dr. R. C. Burst (Dundee) said that the problem was very 
largely a local one. Sometimes the best thing was to incor- 
porate the two bodies, and sometimes to identify the staffs as 
far as possible. He did not think the question could be settled 
on general principles. 

Dr. C. G. C. Scupamore (Croydon) said that there was in 
Croydon a very strong medical society, and there was also a 
fairly strong Division. The two bodies worked in conjunction, 
and consulted with each other as to the dates of their meetings. 
Nearly all the members of the local medical society were also 
members of the British Medical Association. It was always 
found that the meetings of both organizations were very well 
attended. Dr. H. S. Berapres said that not many years ago 
there was a tendency to endeavour to annihilate medical 
societies and to supplant them entirely by the British Medical 
Association. That policy had not been altogether successful, 
and it was undoubtedly bad. Dr. C. W. Curtis Barn 
(Harrogate) said that the British Medical Association was the 
large central organization, and must deal with large medico- 
political questions. No single local medical society could 
possibly hope to meet on an equal footing the larger organiza- 
tion concerned in those questions. 


British Medical Association Lectures. 

The next item on the agenda was the consideration (at the 
suggestion of the Science Committee) of the question whether 
it was desirable to continue the present system of providing 
British Medical Association lecturers or whether it would be 
more beneficial from the point of view of the Divisions and 
Branches in connexion with their clinical and scientific meetings 
if lecturers attending those meetings from a distance were to be 
paid by the Association their first-class railway fares. It was 
stated on the agenda that the British Medical Association 
lecture scheme had operated since 1919, that a number of 
Divisions and Branches made a_ practice of including one 
such lecture, that the amount of money allocated by the Council 
for the purpose would permit of about thirty to thirty-five 
lectures being provided yearly, and that the Science Committee 
would value an expression of opinion from secretaries, from 
their practical experience of the working of the scheme, as 
to whether the Association was receiving value for the money 
expended, or whether the alternative suggested would enable 
Divisions and Branches to secure more attractive programmes. 

Dr. G. C. Anperson (Deputy Medical Secretary) said that 
the money voted by the Council, which varied from £400 to 
£500 per annum, had been fully spent each year. It permitted 
of ah a certain number of Divisions taking advantage of 
the scheme. It was quite obvious that if every Division asked 
for a lecture the money set apart would not be sufficient. On 
many occasions the application of the scheme had been of 
assistance in resuscitating Divisions. It had sometimes been 
suggested that secretaries were diffident abont —s prominent 
members of the profession to come and lecture because the 
lecturer would be considerably out of pocket. He did not think 
that it was permissible for Divisions to pay the railway fares 
of lecturers who came from a distance. Supposing that an 
alteration were made so that Divisions were empowered to pay 
the first-class return fare of a lecturer, it was possible that 


there would be more lectures. He-did not think that the fee 
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entered into the matter at all as far as the lecturers themselves 
were concerned. If the Division secretary could say, ‘‘ I want 
Dr. X to come down from a neighbouring town and I can offer 
him his first-class return fare, and if he has to stay overnight 
some member of the Executive or Division will offer him 
hospitality,’’ more would be got out of the scheme. It was a 
compliment to a man to ask him to lecture. His own personal 
view was that the official British Medical Association scheme 
should be dropped, and that the Conference should make a 
representation to the Council that seme means might be found 
whereby the Divisions should pay the first-class return fare. of 
a lecturer. The secretaries were the people to say whether they 
wanted the scheme to go on as at present or whether they would 
like it varied. 

Dr. C. G. C. Scvpamore (Croydon) proposed the following 
as a recommendation for the consideration of the Council : 
‘* That Divisions be empowered to pay the first-class fares of 
lecturers.’’ He said that there would be no difficulty whatever 
in getting people to give addresses ; but he thought that it was 
only fair that their railway fares should be paid. He was sure 
that men would be only too glad to go to Divisions within fifty 
or sixty miles of where they were living to give an address. 
Dr. J. G. McCurcnron suggested the addition of the words, 
‘‘and out-of-pocket expenses,” and Dr. ScupaMorE accepted 
this suggestion. 

Dr. C. J. B. Bucnan (Lewisham) thought that it would be the 
best plan for the fund to be kept at the Head Office and the 
mcney sent to the Divisions ; otherwise the Division and Branch 
accounts would be complicated. 

Dr. R. Forses proposed the following: ‘‘ That this Confer- 
ence of Secretaries expresses the definite opinion that it would 
be better to change the present scheme of remuneration for 
British‘ Medical Association lecturers to include only first-class 
railway fares and out-of-pocket expenses to such lecturers when 
they are requested to lecture to a Division or Branch.’’ Dr. 
McCurtcHeon did not think that the matter should be limited 
to British Medical Association lecturers. He would like to 
make it a great deal wider, and leave it to the Division to select 
its own lecturer. He proposed that the recommendation should 
run: ‘‘ That lecturers to the Division shall be paid first-class 
railway fares and out-of-pocket expenses.”’ 

Dr. H. S. Beapres thought that the recommendation sug- 
gested was st on the right lines. He was delighted 
that Dr. Anderson had brought the matter up again. The fund 
must be a on as being a central one. It had nothing 
whatever to do with Division or Branch expenditure. If the 
central authority was willing to pay the expenses referred to 
instead of subsidizing a certain number of men—men with no 
a se than many of those who were willing to give 
— for nothing—a step in the right direction would be 
aken. 

Dr. E. Lewys-Lioyp (South Carnarvon and Merioneth) asked 
what would happen when the fund came to an end. He did not 
think that £500 would go very far in paying first-class railway 
fares even. Dr. J. G. McCctcneon said that if the Science 
Committee found that the money set aside for lecturers was 
not sufficient it would have to consider whether it would not 
provide more. Dr. R. C. Burst (Dundee) took it that the 
oi ate gee of Divisions would have to be sanctioned by the 

council before being put into operation. Dr. J. R. Drever 
agreed with the last speaker. Every Division secretary and 
executive ought to prepare a programme of meetings at the 
beginning of the session, and indicate what their desires were, 
and should total 3 the expenditure. Out-of-pocket expenses 
often included the bringing of apparatus. Dr. F. J. Bartpon 

(Southport) said that if a consultant was lecturing within his 
normal area he should not expect any fee at all. 

The Mepicat Secretary said that the probability was that 
if the proposal before the Conference were adopted it would 
kill the original idea, which was to give men an opportunity 
of hearing a lecturer whom otherwise they would never by 
any means hear. If all the lecturers were put on the Division 
funds it would stop any chance of bringing a man from Edin- 
burgh to South-West Wales, for instance. If the new scheme 
came into force that would go by the board. He was not at 
all sure that it was a good plan to cultivate in the minds of 
men the idea that they never should do anything as a hobby 
or as a gift. One found men with the idea that they ought 
not to travel across London without having their expenses 
paid. That was not a good thing. 

Dr. G. C. AnperRson said that it was out of Dr. Cox’s 
fertile brain that the original scheme arose. The idea was that 
there should be an interchange of ideas between the north and 
the south, the east and the west; but in practice that had not 
eee very often. Occasionally a man had come from 
Edinburgh to South Wales to speak; but that was not very 
frequent. It was always difficult to arrange a meeting of that 
kind. He thought that the consensus of opinion was that the 
scheme ought to be changed. He felt confident that a modified 


scheme would promote more interest in the Divisions than did 
the present scheme. 

Dr. R. Forses then put his proposal in the following form; 
“That this Conference of Secretaries expresses the definite 
opinion that it would be desirable to change the present method 
of remunerating lecturers, and that it now only include first- 
class railway fares and out-of-pocket expenses to such lecturers 
when giving a clinical lecture to a Branch or Division, subject 
in each case to the authorization of the Council, and that the 
official designation of British Medical Association lecturer be 
deleted.’”’ Ur. R. C. Burst (Dundee) feared that he would have 
to oppose this proposal. He was not convinced that the whole 
of the present scheme of British Medical Association lecturers 
should Ge done away with, or that it was impossible to work 
the two things together. Dr. R. Forres was willing to omit 
the words ‘‘ subject im each case to the authorization of the 
Council.”’ ‘ 

Dr. W. Parerson (Willesden) moved as an amendment; 
‘« That this meeting requests the Council to consider the advisa- 
bility of revising the rules with regard to British Medical Asso- 
ciation lectures so as to restrict the use of the money to the 
original purpose for which these lectures were intended, and 
that no fee be paid to any man who does not travel at least 
one hundred miles to give a lecture.’” The amendment was 
seconded by Dr. W. Arnotr Dixon (Gloucestershire), and 
carried. 

Dr. E. Lrewys-Lioyp moved: ‘‘ That this meeting is of 
opinion that first-class railway fares and out-of-pocket expenses 
should be paid to men other than British Medical Association 
lecturers giving lectures or addresses to Divisions within the 
area where they may be expected to consult.”” Dr. R. ©. 
Buist thought that it would be simpler to say: ‘‘ That for 
lecturers other than British Medical Association lecturers first- 
class railway fares and out-of-pocket expenses should be paid,” 
and his suggestion was accepted. ~ 


Other Business. 

The next item on the agenda was the consideration of a 
suggestion by Dr. S. Whately Davidson (Newcastle-on-Tyne) 
that there should be established at the Annual Meeting a 
General Practitioners’ Section; but as Dr. Davidson was not 
present the subject was not brought forward. 

The usual analyses of the membership and non-membershi 
figures of Divisions and Branches were submitted in tabula 
form and considered. 

Dr. Lorp (Assistant Medical Secretary) asked whether it was 
the wish of the Conference that the Secretaries’ Dinner should 
be continued, pointing out the conditions of pressure under 
which this engagement had to be fulfilled owing to other events 
taking place the same evening. After some discussion it was 
decided that the dinner should be continued. 

The Golf Committee was re-elected, and the proceedings 
concluded with a vote of thanks to the chairman. 


SECRETARIES’ CONFERENCE DINNER. 
Fotrowrne the Secretaries’ Conference on the Wednesday 
of the Annual Meeting week, a company of Honorary 
Secretaries and ladies dined together at the Angel Hotel, 
Cardiff, under the presidency of Dr. J. R. PRyTHercu. 
The proceedings were necessarily brief, because most of 
those presept were bound for the Civic Reception later 
in the evening. 

Dr. E. Lewys-Lioyp proposed the health of the chairman. 
It was hinted that he had been selected for this task because 
no one other than a Welshman could be trusted properly to 
pronounce the chairman’s name! Dr. Lived said that 
both Dr. Prytherch and himself had learned their duties from 
the late Dr. Ewart Price of Bangor, stimulated by whose 
example they had tried to put in some good work for the 
Association. Dr. Prytherch, he added, was not without honour 
on his native heath, for it was only a few weeks since the 
speaker had had the pleasure of proposing his name as President 
of the Branch (North Wales) to which he belonged. He was 
fortunate also, like many other honorary secretaries, in having 
a wife who was “‘ as good a B.M.A. man as himself.’’ Secre- 
taries did not always realize the part which wives played m 
their work, and a special debt of gratitude was owing to these 
ladies not only for their help, but for their forbearance im 
allowing their husbands’ scanty leisure to be occupied wi 
Association work. 

- Dr. PryrHercu, in reply, said that “of course it was the 
local secretaries who ran the Association.”” He had discovered 
that the path of a secretary was not all roses. It was extr® 
ordinary what a number of things the secretary was e 

to know, and what a number of difficulties he was called upon 
to adjust. In most Divisions and Branches there was just one 
chronic grumbler, who would give a new secretary a great deal 
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of anxiety, until the secretary learned wisdom and did not take 
him too seriously. Dr. J. G. McCurcneon proposed the health 
of the members of the central staff at Tavistock Square and 
Drumsheugh Gardens. Although he announced an intention to 
deal with them faithfully, such criticisms as he offered had 
the gilt edge of compliment, and he called upon the company 
in the most cordial fashion to drink the health of Dr. Cox 
(in absentia), Dr. Anderson, Dr. Lord, Dr. Drever (the Scottish 
Secretary), and Miss Lawrence (the Intelligence Officer). 

Dr. G. C. ANDERSON, the Deputy Medical Secretary, expressed 
the regret of Dr. Cox that, owing to the necessity of his 
attendance at another function, he should have had to forego the 
Secretaries’ Dinner, which he had missed only on very rare 
occasions. Some suggestion had been made at the Conference 
in the afternoon that the Secretaries’ Conference and Dinner 
should drop out of the crowded programme, but the speaker 
thought that this would be a distinct loss, and that there was 
great advantage gained by this meeting of the secretaries. He 
uttered a word of ary for the people behind the scenes, 
especially in the Medical Department, who, during the Repre- 
sentative Meeting, worked at very high pressure and never 
uttered a grumble. Dr. Courtenay Lorp, Assistant Medical 
Secretary, said that personally he would be very sorry to see 
this function disappear, but it was in danger of being squeezed 
between the upper and nether millstones of work on the one 
hand and greg | on the other. He felt that the Secretaries’ 
Dinner ought to be a much more important function, and the 
opportunity for a really effective interchange of experiences, 
instead of the hurried affair that it was at present. Dr. J. R 
Drever, after alluding with pride to the fact that there were 
four Glasgow secretaries present, said that the strength of the 
Association lay in its voluntary workers, which fact differ- 
entiated the British Medical Association from such bodies as 
trade unions, where far too much power was lodged in the hands 
of officials. Miss A. L. LAWRENCE added a few words, mention- 
ing that she had been granted long leave of absence on account 
of health, but she had contrived the leave so as not to be absent 
from a secretaries’ gathering. 

Dr. ANDERSON introduced to the company Dr. R. G. McGowan 
of Manchester, upon whose shoulders would fall the arrange- 
ments for next year’s gathering, and with a hearty welcome to 
Manchester from Dr. McGowan the proceedings terminated. 


CONFERENCE OF CONSULTING PATHOLOGISTS. 


Fottowr1ne the Conference of Spa Practitioners, a Confer- 
ence of Consulting Pathologists took place at Cardiff on 
July 25th under the auspices of the British Medical Asso- 
ciation. Professor I, Warxrr Haru (Bristol) was voted 
to the chair. 

Dr. G. C. AnpEeRson (Deputy Medical Secretary) presented 
a report on the work of the Executive Committee of the Group 
for the last session. He said that the Council of the Asso- 
ciation approved the formation of the Group, and the inaugural 
meeting was held on March 2nd, when about forty members 
were present ; the list of members now included about seventy- 
seven names. The first point which came under discussion by 
the Group Committee, which was appointed at this inaugural 
meeting, was the question of pathological schemes under the 
National Health Insurance Acts. Various areas had put 
forward schemes whereby insurance practitioners would have 
certain facilities for pathological examinations which were 
essential to efficient diagnosis, and particulars of some of these 
Were included in the report of the Committee, but it would 
serve no very useful purpose for him at that moment to detail 
these schemes, because he had a piece of information to give 
which would resolve many doubts on the subject. A few weeks 
ago a conference was held between the Insurance Acts Com- 
mittee and the officers of the Ministry of Health. Its purpose 
was to discuss other subjects connected with the amending 
bill, but in the course of the conversation he asked the Secretary 
to the Ministry a question, and received an assurance, It 
Would be remembered that under Section 26 of the Act of 1924 
surance Committees were entitled to make payments to 

pitals, in return for which they got certain services. The 
assurance which he received in reply to his question was that 
this would no longer be possible under Clause 4 of the amending 
bill of 1928. A special committee—either a subcommittee of 
the Insurance Acts Committee or an ad hoc committee—would 
be set up by the Council to watch the question of additional 
treatment benefits, and it could be taken for granted that on 
that body. the consulting pathologists would be represented. 
The new measure would not come into force until January Ist, 
1929. The Group Committee had had under consideration ‘also 


the preparation of a model scheme of terms and conditions of 
employment for pathologists connected with hospitals. It was 
hoped that the memorandum on this subject would be completed 
during the forthcoming session of the committee, but little 
purpose would be served by bringing it before the conference 
in its present incomplete form. The Committee had also, on 
the suggestion of the earlier conference, examined the relations 
between pathologists and general practitioners under the pro- 
visions of the Coroners Act, but had come to the conclusion 
that there was no need to recommend any action thereon to the 
Association. The question of the relations between consulting 
pathologists and public health authorities had been discussed at 
the recent representative meeting, at which a resolution was 
passed referring to the work of laboratories established by such 
authorities. The committee had decided that it would be useful 
to have available for any private practitioner full information 
as to the consulting pathological services, apart from public 
health laboratories, in the various areas throughout the country, 
and accordingly instructions had been given for this informa- 
tion to be collected through the Divisions of the Association. 
The replies were being tabulated for the information of the 
Committee at its next meeting. 

Dr. 8. C. Dyxe (Wolverhampton), referring to the resolution 
with regard to pathological reports which was adopted by the 
Representative Meeting, said that he had moved an amend- 
ment (which was lost) which would have made it read that 
public health laboratories should neither provide for patho- 
legical examinations nor furnish reports on individual cases, 
except ‘‘. . . (3) when the patient is stated by the practitioner 
to be unable to pay a fee and where no local hospital facilities 
exist for the provision of pathological investigations for such 
patients.”’ The words after ‘‘ fee’? were what he had proposed 
to insert, but he found it difficult to convince anybody that 
these words made any difference at all in the implications of 
that particular resolution. The unfortunate thing about the 
resolution was that this subparagraph (3) as it was left standing 
was immediately followed by a proviso that where facilities 
were not afforded either by private pathologists or by the 
service of the local hospital, the public health laboratory might 
properly make examinations and furnish reports, ‘‘as these are 
required by practitioners for patients who are in a position to 
pay the usual professional fees.”” This proviso had nothing 
whatever to do with the patients referred to in subparagraph (3), 
which he had desired to amend; these were patients unable 
to pay a fee. Nevertheless, the resolution, which passed the 
Representative Meeting by a very large majority indeed, 
appeared to give pathologists quite good protection against the 
activities of public health authorities, and if it was found that 
public health authorities in their own particular department 
were equipping and using their laboratories for the performance 
of clinical investigations for non-paying patients, the matter 
would have to be brought to the attention of the British 
Medical Association, this being the purpose of the resolution, 

Dr. A. RensHaw (Manchester) asked what was the position 
with regard to a hospital subsidized by a county council and 
not having its own laboratory. Would it be compelled to 
send its specimens to the laboratory which ordinarily was in 
receipt of public health specimens from that district? 

Some conversational discussion ensued on certain eventualities 
which might arise, but it was agreed to wait until an actual 
instance occurred, when the Group Committee could be trusted 
to deal with it according to the circumstances of the case. 

Dr. Dyxs next referred to the question of pathological 
schemes under the National Health Insurance Acts. He said 
that Dr. Anderson had already told the conference the effect 
of recent legislation with regard to the giving of grants to 
hospitals by Insurance Committees. He had in his hand certain 
comments on the amending bill which had been circulated to 
representatives in the form of a memorandum by the Brighton 
Division, and which formed the substance of the speech of Dr. 
Fothergill to the Representative Meeting (Supplement, July 
28th, p. 39). There were several points in that memorandum 
with regard to the amending bill which seemed to have an 
important bearing upon the position of pathologists. Although 
power was taken away from Insurance Committees to make 
arrangements with hospitals for payment for pathological work, 
it was given to approved societies. That seemed to the speaker 
to open a very wide gate; a great deal of pathological work 
might come to be paid for by approved societies, _ 

Dr. ANDERSON said that a “ charitable institution "’ was given 
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a definite description in the bill itself. Moreover, any schemes 
which the approved societies brought forward had to be in 
conformity with a scheme approved by the Minister of Health, 
and the Minister of Health had given an assurance that in 
connexion with any additional benefit schemes he would first 
consult with the profession. There were thus three safeguards : 
first, the legislative definition of a charitabie institution ; 
secondly, the necessity of approval of the scheme by the 
Minister; and thirdly, consultation with the profession. 
-Dr. Dyke: The Group will be kept informed? 

Dr. Anperson : Unquestionably. I happen to be secretary of the 
Insurance Acts Committee and of this Seve also. 

Dr, Dyke: It is extremely important to keep an eye upon this 
matter. ‘ 

Dr. ANpeRson, in reply to a question, explained that of the 
additional benefits, No. 16—namely, payment to approved 
charitable institutions in respect of any treatment of any 
members required for the prevention of curable disease, etc.— 
as drawn up was not meant to refer to hospitals; the additional 
benefit which referred to hospitals was No. 10—‘‘ payment to 
hospitals for patients treated therein.” 

Dr. A. F. 8. Stappen (Swansea) said that medical officers 
of health were steadily trying to broaden the basis of their 
laboratories. When boards of guardians were abolished medical 
officers of health would find a possibility of increasing their 
powers in the laboratory direction, therefore the whole position 
needed watching. The public health authority really had not 
got that wide character of work covering general clinical patho- 
logy which was so necessary, in addition to which, of course, 
there was the question of rate aid or State aid. 

‘Dr. ANDERSON said that there was no doubt as to the policy 
of the Association in this matter. 

The conference then turned to the question of Group 
organization, and the Group Committee, after a ballot, was 
re-elected as follows : 

Dr, 8. C. Dyke (Wolverhampton). 

Dr. J. G. Greenfield (London). 

Dr, I. Walker Hall (Bristol). 

Dr. A. Renshaw (Manchester). 

Dr. A. F. 8. Sladden (Swansea). 
Dr. C. Powell White (Manchester). 

The CHarrmay raised the question as to whether the Annual 

Meeting of the Association was the best time for the holding 
of the conference. At the end of July many pathologists were 
away on holiday. A more suitable time might possibly be 
during the meeting of the Pathological Society of Great 
Britain. 
' It was agreed that the Committee should take this matter into 
consideration, and the conference terminated after, on the 
motion of Dr. Powerit Wuire, a hearty vote of thanks had 
been accorded to the Chairman. 


CONFERENCE OF SPA PRACTITIONERS. 

A Coxrerence of Spa Practitioners was held at University 
College, Cathays Park, Cardiff, on July 25th, during the 
Annual Meeting of the British Medica! Association. Dr. 
R. Ackxertey (Llandrindod Weils) was voted io the chair. 

Dr. F. G. THomson (Bath), as chairman of the Executive 
Committee of the Spa Practitioners Group, presented a report 
on the work of the Committee during the past session. He 


said that a very useful conference with members of the Spa 


Federation had taken place, at which a provisional scheme for 
the spa treatment of insured persons was hammered out. The 
details of the scheme had already been published in the 
Supplement (April 28th, p. 158) and in the agenda of the 
Annual Representative Meeting. So far as he was aware, 
nothing further had been done by the Spa Federation, but it 
was felt to be necessary to have the scheme in readiness. At 
the Annual Representative Meeting one or two amendments 
were proposed. A motion to defer the whole matter was 
defeated, as was an amendment proposing to modify certain 
details regarding certification, but another amendment to widen 
the definition of a spa so as to include marine health resorts 


was carried, whereupon the whole question of the definition: 


of spa treatment was referred back to the Council. 

‘Dr. G. C. Anperson (Deputy Medical Secretary) said that 
in the ordinary course of events this would be referred Ly 
the Councii to the appropriate committee, in this case obviously 
the Group Committee, which would have to make recom- 
mendations. - In answer to a question he added that if the wide 


Conference of Spa Practitioners. 


definition of a spa accepted at the Representative Meeting were 
retained, the Group would almost necessarily go out of existence, 
because the test of eligibility would be so widened as to make 
Group machinery entirely inadequate. 

Dr. Tuomson said that as the definition steod previously 
—‘ treatment at a place possessing a supply of natural mineral 
waters of reputed therapeutic value with facilities for their 
application ’’—it was as close as possible. It was difficult to 
frame such a definition in exact words, Lut everyone knew 
what was intended. To alter it by deleting the word ‘‘ mineral” 
upset it entirely. He felt strongly that the original definition 
ought to stand. He took it that none of the representatives 
from marine resorts were included in the Group.. (Dr 
Anperson : That is so). It would strengthen the hands of the 
Executive Committee if the present meeting passed a resolution 
reaffirming the original definition with the word ‘‘ mineral” 
left in. He made a proposition to that effect. 

Dr. Jou~n Murray (Llandrindod Wells) seconded, and this 
was carried unanimously. 

On the motion of Dr. R. G. Gorpon (Bath). seconded by Dr. 
Davin Crow (Cheltenham), the Committee was unanimously 
re-elected as follows : 

Dr. R. Ackerley (Llandrindod Wells). 
Dr. J. B. Burt (Buxton). 
Dr. F. Clayton (Leamington Spa). 
Dr. Hugh Powell (Cheltenham). 
. G. 4 K. Pringle (Harrogate). 
Dr. F. G. Thomson (Bath). 

The discussion on general matters being opened, Dr. G. B, 
Gut (Braceborough Spa) said that the spa in Lincolnshire, 
which he represented had just been reopened. Its value was 
in the high caleium content of its water, and if members of the 
Group could ofier any advice to assist him in dealing with 
a therapeutic agent of this nature he would be grateful. 

The CHArRMAN reminded the member that the spa practitioner 
desiring help on the scientific side would do well to join the 
Balneological Section of the Royal Society of Medicine. 

Dr. Git said that his was an isolated spa, but it had a 
record of cures going back for fifty or a hundred years. 

Dr. ANDERSON said that any practitioners specializing in the 
lesser known spas were equally eligible as members of the 
Group, but almost the only way in which they could be reached 
was through their fellow practitioners who were already members. 
He would be grateful for any names. 

Dr. THomson asked whether anything had been done to 
advertise the existence of the Group other than by notices in 
the Journal. 

Dr. Anperson said that a notice of that Conference was 
inserted in the Journal and in the Handbook of the meeting, 
but notices were not sent round individually to the men on 
the lst who were eligible for inclusion. In starting a Group 
of this kind it was a little difficult to frame the initial 
procedure. 

Dr. THomson said that on the list of members apparently 
eligible for inclusion in the Group there were a great many 
who took no interest in a Group of this kind. On the other 
hand, there were various small spas in different parts of the 
country wheré the existence of the Group might not be known, 
and it would be useful by circular to approach the men prac 
tising in these places. 

Dr. Gorpon (Bath) said that he understood that membership 
of the Group implied spa practice, which was not the same 
thing as practising in a place which happened to be a spa. 

Dr. Crow (Cheltenham) raised the question of postal servants, 
from whom a scale was laid down, who were sent away for 
convalescence or change of air, and were entitled to treatment 
in the place to which they went. The scale—3s. for attendance, 
aud a total of 12s. in all—was inadequate, and not equal to the 
scale proposed for insured patients. ‘ of 

The CHarrMan said that the Committee would see what it 
could do in this matter at its next meeting. This service at 


spa was a special service, and it would certainly be anomalous 


to have different scales for different grades of workers. 
Dr. THomson said that so far the only thing considered had 


been a scheme for insured persons. At present this scheme 


existed only on paper. Whether when it did come into exis 
tence it should be made applicable to Government employees 


he could not say.. The Committee would have to make repre 


sentations to the Government departments concerned to the 
effect that it had formulated such a scheme. 


Dr. Gornon said that there were numbers of postal employees 
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who were sent down to mineral water hospitals, and it was an 
important point whether they were to come under this scheme. 
Dr. AnpERsoNn said that if the people were paid for by the 
Post Office authorities they should come under such a scheme. 
An undertaking was given that the Group Committee would 
consider this question. 
The conference closed with votes of thanks to the Chairman 
and to the Deputy Medical Secretary. 


THE ROMAN CATHOLIC SERVICE. 


Roman Catnoric members of the Association visiting Cardiff 
attended a special celebration of High Mass at St. David’s 
Cathedral on Thursday morning, July 26th. A large congre- 
gation included many prominent local personages, and the 
Earl of Dumfries was among those present. The celebrant 
was the Archbishop of Cardiff, the Most Rev. F. J. Mostyn, 
D.D., and the sermon was preached by Canon D. J. Hannon, 
Administrator of the Cathedral. 


Canon Hannon said that on an occasion like this, when the 
British Medical Association was holding its meeting in the city, 
it was an exemplary act on the part of the Catholic members 
to pause in their deliberations and meet at the altar. It bespoke 
the recognition of the claim which the Divine Lord had upon 
their consciences, and their sincere desire in all their pursuits 
to act in strict loyalty to the teaching of Holy Church. He 
supposed that the ealation of medical science began from the 
expulsion from Eden. It was possible only to conjecture what 
primitive dietetic cures were at first employed, but certain 
definite principles gradually became established, and in the 
pre-Christian civilizations of India and Egypt there was 
certainly an accumulation of medical knowledge, while Greece 
assembled what was worthy in the earlier civilizations, and 
added a great contribution of her own. Apollo was regarded 
as the god of medicine, and gave his aid through oracles, which 
oracular pronouncements were nothing else than dietetic hints 
from the priest. Thus medicine had a religious significance 
in the eyes of the ancient peoples, and disease and its cure 
were looked upon as due to the intervention of the gods. The 

iests were the first practitioners. When Christianity appeared 
it made the welfare of man’s body as well as of his soul its 
great concern. The Church in those first centuries of its era 
was the harbinger of truth and enlightenment, cultivating every 
science likely to affect the temporal and eternal destinies of 
the souls of its concern, and medical science was no exception 
to the rule. Hospitals certainly originated in general philan- 
thropy, and there was evidence of institutions for the sick 
among the Buddhists a couple of centuries before Christ; they 
were found also in South America on its discovery. Neverthe- 
less the Church through its diaconate first organized on a wide 
scale the nursing of the sick. During the Roman persecution it 
could not carry on its social work, but when Constantine brought 
peace to the Church it stepped forth towards various goals, one 
of which was the combating of disease. In those days the priest 
was the physician; the doctor of divinity was also a doctor of 
medicine. Monks became physicians to the courts of the princes 
of Europe. Quite a large medical literature was written by 
priests—by Clement of Alexandria, St. Isidore of Seville, and 
many others. Numbers of great institutions for the sick came 
to be erected in Christendom—such as that of St. Basilius, in 
Caesarea, that of the Roman Lady Fabiola in Rome and Ostia, 
that of St. Samson next to St. Sofia in Constantinople, and that 
of Archbishop Datheus of Milan. Schools of medicine were 
presently established at Salerno, Bologna, Florence, and else- 
Where. The time came when medicine, after all a secular study, 
was handed over to the lay faculty, partly because it had become 
too speculative, the consequence of the scholastic influence of 
the time. The lay medical profession proved itself able to look 
after its own specific of theoretical and practical 
medicine, and so the Church passed laws forbidding the practice 
of medicine by priests, since which time only occasionally had 
ecclesiastics shed lustre upon this path. But the preacher begged 
is hearers to remember that the doctor’s calling as a healer 
Was a sacred one; like the priest, he entered into the inner 
sanctuary of the human soul. The profession called, therefore, 
for men of upright character and unblemished integrity. They 
ad to remember, too, that they were custodians of the 
nation’s health, a trust which must not be betrayed. It was 
theirs to give to the Church that healthy structure on which 
the Church could rear the supernatural element. The pro- 
ession must be kept from contagion. Birth control and the 
terilization of the unfit were doctrines directly opposed to the 

vine law. They must be met by the propagation of sound, 
healthy Christian truth. He begged them also to be earnest in 
furthering the social teaching of the Church with regard to 
ousing, purity in food and drink, and the obliteration of the 
plague spots of modern civilization. In that cathedral they would 


pray for the present meeting, that the Holy Spirit might be with 
all who took part, and that every one who had attended might 
return to his labours refreshed and inspired. 


THE TEMPERANCE BREAKFAST. 


Tue fifty-eighth annual breakfast of the National Tem- 
perance League with the British Medical Association took 
place in the assembly room of the City Hall, Cardiff, on 
July 26th, when the host was Mr. Reginald Cory, J.P., 
a vice-president of the league. Sir Ewen Maciran, who 
presided, commented on the prescribing of alcohol in illness, 
and drew attention to the variety of opinion represented 
by those present. 
Alcohol in Fevers, 

Dr. J. D. Rotteston said that during the last twenty-five years 
in the fever hcspitals of the Metropolitan Asylums Board he 
had abstained entirely from the therapeutical use of alcohol, 
and within the last year, on the ground that therapeutical 
abstinence should be associated with personal and _ social 
abstinence, he had become himself a strict teetotaller. In 
acute infectious diseases, especially diphtheria, in which there 
was always more or less a tendency to myocardial failure, 
alcohol was liable to aggravate the condition which it was 
desired to counteract. Moreover, the normal resistance of the 
red and white corpuscles to infection and the bactericidal power 
of the blood, as Laitinen’s experiments had shown, were con- 
siderably reduced by the consumption of alcohol. The most 
that could be said for alcohol in acute infectious diseases was 
that it acted as a narcotic, and that in adults accustomed to its 
use it produced a sense of euphoria. During 1927, at the 
Western Fever Hospital, of which he was in charge, no alcohol 


whatever was used in the treatment of diphtheria, and the case 


mortality from this disease (3.01 per cent.) was the lowest 


‘recorded in any of the Metropolitan Asylum Board’s fever 


hospitals.in that year. During the first six months of the 
present year, apart from a few drops given to a tracheotomy 
patient im extremis, none had been used in the hospital among 
the 2,799 patients under treatment. The mortality during chis 
eriod had continued to keep low, that from diphtheria being 

.74 per cent., from scarlet fever 1.0 per cent., and from measles 
6.02 per cent. The total annual consumption of brandy in his 
hospital in 1927, consisting of 255 oz., mostly used in the 
treatment of pneumonia and enteric fever, was considerably less 
than that ordered daily at the present time in some fever 
hospitals, where the view still lingered that alcohol was a 
cardiac stimulant, or was otherwise indispensable. In addition 
to the reduction in the administration of alcohol in the wards, 
he had exercised a strict control over its use in the ambulance 
service connected with the hospital; he required a report on 
every case in which the nurses on ambulance duty considered 
it necessary to use brandy, together with the amounts given. 
The result was that less than four ounces of brandy had been 
used «on ambulance duty by his nurses during the last eighteen 
months. The medical superintendents of isolation hospitals 
who had to give instruction about infectious diseases to students 
had an excellent opportunity of furnishing information as to the 
low therapeutic value of alcohol and the likelihood of giving 
rise to the drink habit by its ill-advised administration. 

Dr. Frankiin Martin (Chicago), proposing a vote of thanks 
to Dr. Rolleston, said that only 22 per cent. of physicians in 
the United States took the special licence to prescribe alcohol. 

Dr. C. O. HawrTHoRNE expressed his sympathy with the high 
motives activating the temperance movement, and added some 
witty comments. 


= 


IRISH GRADUATES’ LUNCHEON. 


Tue annual luncheon of the Irish Medical Schools’ and 
Graduates’ Association was held at the Royal Hotel, 
Cardiff, on Wednesday, July 25th. There was a good 
attendance, some eighty members and guests being present. 
Dr. William Douglas, a former honorary secretary for the 
provinces, and a foundation member of the association, 
acted as chairman. 

The toast of ‘‘ The British Medical Association ’’ was pro- 
posed at short notice by Sir William I. de Courey Wheeler, 
who lamented the fact that the meeting of the British 
Medical Association could not be held in Dublin in 1931, as 
had been hoped. In replying on behalf of the British 
Medical Association, Sir Ewen Maclean made a touching 
reference to the late Dr. J. A. Macdonald, who had been 
so faithful and constant a worker on behalf of the Associa- 
tion. Dr. Scott then proposed the health of ‘‘ The Chair- 
man,” and pointed out to how great an extent the Irish 
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Medical Schools’ and Graduates’ Association was indebted 
to Dr. William Douglas for its continued success and 
prosperity. The chairman replied to this toast in a brief 
speech. 

Amongst those present were: Dr. William Douglas, Sir Ewen 
Maclean, Dr. Alfred Cox, Sir William Wheeler, Dr. Starling, Sir 
William Taylor, Captain Williams, Drs. Deane, Solly, Walshe, 
Scott, West, Longridge, MacSweeney, Bethel Solomons, Quin, 
Ashmore, Mills, Hamilton, Thomson, Beatty, Candy, Hamilton, 
Burke, Nunen, McCormac, Irwin, O’Riordan, Robinson, Weir, 
Heeney, Wilson, Groves, Mr. E. G. Cary, and Dr. Falkland L. 
Cary, the honorary secretary for the Proviuces. Letters of regret 
for inability to attend were received from Dr. Coulter of Newport 
and Dr. Shepherd Boyd of Hartfogate. 


FACILITIES PROVIDED FOR MOTORISTS. 


Tuere has probably never been an Annual Meeting of the 
Association at which provision for the motoring comfort 
and convenience of members has been made more efficiently 
than at Cardiff. Early in October last the local executive 
communicated with the office of the Automobile Association 
at Cardiff, with the result that an official of the A.A. 
was co-opted as a member of the Transport Committee of 
the British Medical Association. The A.A. collected in- 
formation about hotel .and car garage accommodation. 
Throvgh the courtesy of the Chief Constable and the 
directors of the Co-operative Wholesale Society parking 
facilities for cars were obtained of what can only be 
described as wholesale magnitude; so much so that in some 
cases the supply really exceeded the demand. At these 
parking places patrols were in constant attendance, even 
at night when necessary. For the preparation of trips the 
A.A. supplied information about roads and road conditions, 
and also about hotels and other places where catering 
facilities were available. Whenever on these trips members 
of the Association were conveyed by motor vehicles they 
were accompanied by an A.A. -patrol or patrols, who 
undertook the care and parking of cars. Distinctive labels 
were supplied for attachment to the windscreens of cars, 
a measure which ensured to any member of the Association 
immediate assistance in difficulty. And, most striking of 
all the efforts of the A.A., direction signs in the usual A.A. 
colours (yellow and black) were displayed at numerous 
points in the city, thus enabling visitors to find their way 
to the reception rooms, Section meetings, parking places, 
and other spots with the utmost ease. If any further 
testimony to the success of the arrangements is needed, 
it is shown by the request of the Americans that the 
meeting of the Order of the Moose now being held at 
Cardiff should be similarly provided for. 


PERSONAL ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS. 
Ir is impossible even to enumerate ail who contributed to 
the success of the Cardiff Meeting. Tribute has been paid 
to the untiring efforts of the President, Sir Ewen Maclean; 
the honorary local general secretary, Dr. Gilbert Strachan ; 
the deputy general secretary, Dr. Tudor Thomas; and the 
honorary treasurer, Mr. J. Allcock. Acknowledgement must 
be made of the excellent work of Dr. F. Y. Pearson, who, 
as secretary of the Transport Committee, was jointly 
responsible with the Automobile Association for the fine 
arrangements for directing and parking cars. Dr. Abel 
Evans well ‘discharged his exacting duty as secretary of the 
Hotels and Lodgings Committee; Mr. F. P. S. Cresswell 
and Dr. T. R. Rees, who were respectively the chairman 
and secretary of the Dinners and Dances Committee, have 
cause for satisfaction at the pleasure they provided; while 
Dr. J. Beatty and Mr. D. J. Harries, the chairman and 
the secretary of the Reception Rooms Committee, succeeded 
in demonstrating practically the welcome extended by the 
city and medical practitioners of Cardiff. Very warm 
thanks indeed are due to the Ladies’ General Committee, 
who, under the presidency of Miss Maclean, worked so 
hard and so effectively in connexion with the various 
activities associated with the Ladies’ Social Club; Mrs. 
Cresswell, honorary secretary of this committee, and Mrs. 
Strachan, honorary deputy secretary, rendered splendid 
service in the work of co-ordination. Tribute is due also 
to the valuable work of Mrs. Geary Grant and Mrs. Owen 
Rhys, respectively chairman and secretary of the Ladies’ 
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Social Club Subcommittee, and to Mrs. Sheen and Mrs, 
Morgan, chairman and secretary of the Excursions and 
Entertainments Subcommittee, while Mrs. Cook and Mrs, 
Wallace, chairman and secretary of the Hospitality Sub- 
committee, won the grateful appreciation of the many 
who benefited by their work. Sincere thanks must also be 
accorded to the members of the subcommittees dealing 
with sports, foreign guests, and the dinner and reception, 
for all that they did. It was generally agreed that a very 
pleasant feature of the Cardiff Meeting was the hospitality 
received in the form of garden parties and entertain- 
ments offered by the Marquess and Marchioness of Bute, 
the Earl and Countess of Plymouth, Sir D. R. and Lady 
Llewellyn, Mr. Daniel Radcliffe, J.P., and the urban 
district councils of Barry, Porthcawl, and Llandrindod 
Wells. Lastly, the Book of Cardiff will remain as a happy 
memento of the care taken by the Printing and Publishing 
Committee. 


THE ANNUAL EXHIBITION OF SURGICAL 
INSTRUMENTS AND APPLIANCES, 
DRUGS, FOODS, ETC. 

Tue Annual Exhibition was open, during four days of the 
Cardiff Meeting, at the Drill Hall, Dumfries Place. A 
very large collection. of material of interest to the pro- 
fession, including consulting room and hospital equip- 
ment, and dietetic and pharmaceutical preparations, was 
assembled by between eighty and ninety firms, some of 
whom had come from as far as Scotland or the North of 
England to exhibit. For the most part each exhibition 
repeats its forerunners, but here and there a fresh intro- 
duction is noticed, and generally there is at least one out- 
standing novelty, on this occasion perhaps the portable 
z-ray apparatus noticed below. But what fresh thing can 
be said about Cadbury’s chocolate or Bournville cocoa, 
which was held out in inviting cups to visitors; or about 
Gaymer’s cyder, described as ‘‘ the champagne of Old 
England ” ; or, again, about the Oxo firm’s concentrates and 
juices, or Benger’s food, or Nestlé’s infant-feeding products 
(demonstrated by a series of photographic transparencies), 
or Horlick’s malted milk, or the antiseptic preparations 
associated with the name of Jeyes, or well-known denti- 
frices like the mildly acid pepsodent or the kolynos dental 
cream, or, to take ‘another line of commodity, Eno’s fruit 
salts? In the case of some commercial products widely 
known an extended notice is a smaller compliment than 
merely a passing mention. There were certain exhibits, 
however, which do not lend themselves to this summary 

treatment. 
X-ray, Electrical, Light, and Heat Apparatus. 

‘ Portable’? is a word which has no very well-defined 
meaning, and we have heard of a ‘‘ portable «-ray 
apparatus for the conveyance of which two motor cars were 
requisitioned, and on arrival at the patient’s house the help 
of the local sfire brigade had to be sought in order to put 
it up! The manufacturers of the ‘“ Metalix-Portable” 
x-ray tube—Philips Lamps, Ltd. (145, Charing Cross Road, 
W.C.2)—interpret the word much more closely. This 
entire apparatus when not in use can be stowed away In 
two packages, weighing 40 Ib. and 30 Ib. respectively. The 
apparatus is as simple to use as it is light to carry; it 38 
ready for connexion to any alternating current mai 
supply and involves merely the insertion of a wall-plug 
and the release of a time-switch. It has three components 
—namely, the: s-ray tube, with its connecting cables, the 
time-switch, and the transformer. The tube, as its name 
implies, is entirely armoured in metal, so that the appa 
ratus can be handied with perfect freedom and safety. The 
wide range of conditions, both for radiography and screen 
examination to which this portable arrangement is equal, 
was well demonstrated at the stand, which was one of the 
principal centres of interest in the exhibition. 

Some other interesting z-ray and electrical apparatus 
was shown by the “ Solus ”’ Electrical Company (100, Judd 
Street, W.C.1). Here was a radiographic and fluoro- 
scopic unit in the shape of a very simple and silent working 
outfit for diagnostic work, with an all-metal control table. 
Another apparatus was the ‘“‘ Solustat,’ designed 
furnish current for sinusoidal faradization, galvanizatioD, 
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cautery, and light. A Potter-Bucky diaphragm, with some 
modifications, was also exhibited, along with a number of 
other accessories of the z-ray electro-therapeutic 
departments. 

Every vear one is made more familiar with the radiant 
heat and light baths of the Dowsing Radiant Heat Com- 
pany, Limited (91-93, Baker Street, W.). On this occasion, 
in addition to the appliances for radiation of the whole 
body or of a limb by the luminous heat lamps, a new 
apparatus was exhibited consisting of a metal canopy 
fitted with a large ultra-violet lamp and with four powerful 
heat lamps so as to project rays from both extremes of the 
spectrum at once upon the part. Ultra-violet lamps alone, 
both mercury vapour and arc, were also exhibited. 

A newcomer to the exhibition was the ‘ Vita ’’ Glass 
Marketing Board (Aldwych House, W.C.2). The value of 
“Vita ”’ glass, which is due to the scientific work of Mr. 
F. EK. Lamplough, developed at the Chance Brothers works, 
lies in the transmission, without loss of transparency, of 
the ultra-violet element in sunlight, which ordinary window 
glass in great part excludes. ‘‘ Vita’’ glass is evidently 
coming into increasing use, not only in hospitals, créches, 
special schools, and the like, but in private houses and 
offices. Some interesting demonstrations were given in the 
parlour at this stand. 

Once more a group of firms interested in gas stove con- 
struction combined to demonstrate the hygienic and 
economical value of ‘‘ radiation’? gas grates, in which a 
patent injector-ventilator is incorporated in the canopy. 
This device, it is claimed, more than doubles the ventila- 
tion produced by a gas fire under ordinary living room 
conditions. The general convenience and value of the gas 
grate was also well exemplified. Another exhibit here was 
the ‘**‘ New World ’”’ cooker, in which the flow of air 
through the oven is reduced by means of a flue outlet, 
making an atmosphere richer in steam and thus favouring 
the production of the changes which cooking is designed 
to bring about, and at the same time saving gas. 

At another stand, that of Phillips and Proctor, Limited 
(125, High Holborn, W.C.1), a high-pressure cooker was 
demonstrated, for the value of which in reducing time and 
labour of cooking and the consumption of fuel large claims 
were made, 

Surgical and Diagnostic Instruments. 

The tendency of the surgical instrument makers was to 
show a greater spread of instruments than ever. On some 
of the stands the separate pieces of steel must have been 
counted by the hundred. The largest floor space was oceu- 
piel by Down Brothers, Limited (St. Thomas’s Street, 
8.F.1), who had a whole armoury of surgical equipment. 
The centre of the stand was occupied by an operation table 
with oil-pressure pump, incorporating some recent improye- 
ments, and around it were grouped all kinds of instruments 
on which the surgeon might call—retractors, scalpels, 
instruments for thoracoplasty, for tonsil enucleation, for 
craniotomy, compression forceps, oesophageal tubes, 
ophthalmoscopes, apparatus for anaesthesia, instruments 
for skin grafting, and so forth, as well as all the minor 
accessories of surgery, such as gloves and sterilizers. 

_ Allen and Hanburys, Limited (48, Wigmore Street, W.1), 
m addition to a large pharmaceutical exhibit, had a 
surgical instrument section, which included a selection of 
instruments made throughout in stainless steel. Special 
attention was drawn to an instrument, consisting of rectal 
speculum, pile-holding forceps, and syringe, for the treat- 
ment of haemorrhoids by the injection method. Lipiodol 
syringes, a forceps for radium introduction, anaesthesia 
outfits, cauteries, and lamps formed part of a varied dis- 
play ; and the firm also showed its St. Bartholomew’s opera- 
tion table, with a new pattern of self-locking device, for 
obtaining the Trendelenburg position, a skull-holding 
clamp for use with the table, and a shadow-free table light. 

Cystoscopes in various forms were shown by the Genito- 

rinary Manufacturing Company, Limited (28a, Devonshire 
Street, W.1). Here was the Brown-Buerger instrument 
for double catheterizing and examination, consisting of 
a sheath, obturator, examining telescope, and double 
catheterizing telescope. Another cystoscope had a retro- 
grade attachment for diathermy. A new model of bladder 


retractor was also shown, 


The principal exhibit of the Holborn Surgical Instrument 
Company, Limited (26, Thavies Inn, E.C.1) was a pedestal 
operation table, which combined the principles of stability 
and mobility, ordinarily difficult to reconcile. Among the 
large selection of smaller instruments on view, special 
attention was drawn to Guttmann’s vaginal speculum, and 
to an ingenious miniature lamp arrangement for clipping 
on to the nose-piece of a shellite spectacle frame. 

An operation table—the ‘‘ Empire ’’—for which rigidity 
in any required position was claimed was the out- 
standing feature in the exhibit of Mayer and Phelps 
(59-61, New Cavendish Street, W.1). This also gave the 
Trendelenburg position. The rest of a very complete 
assemblage included lamps, inhalers, pumps, various instru- 
ments for orthopaedic surgery, forceps in many different 
patterns, needles, and every instrumental requisite. The 
point was made at-this stand that all the instruments and 
apparatus were 6f British manufacture throughout. 

The Surgical Manufacturing Company, Limited (83-85, 
Mortimer Street, W.1), had a very effective exhibit. In 
the first place there was a selection of diagnostic instru- 
ments, of which the newest were a mercurial sphygmo- 
manometer with some fresh adjustments, and an instrument 
which combined the purposes of ophthalmoscope, laryngo- 
scope, and auroscope. A cystoscope was also shown which 
lent itself to diathermy treatment of growths at the neck 
of the bladder as well as to ordinary catheterization. The 
Barton midwifery outfit and the Bard-Parker knife, with 
detachable blades, were also objects of interest here. 

In the forefront of the stand of John Weiss and Son, 
Limited (287, Oxford Street, W.1), were Sir Robert Jones’s 
bone instruments. There was also a large range of instru- 
ments for urological examination. De Martel’s clamp for 
abdominal surgery was noticed. Among smaller instruments 
were various ingenious patterns of forceps, gouges, aud 
chisels. In its ophthalmic section this firm showed seveval 
new additions to its already extensive range of instruments 
and appliances, including a new ophthalmoscope with 2 
prism reflector. 

The well-known ‘‘ Tycos ’’ sphygmomanometer was in evi- 
dence at the stand of Short and Mason, Limited (Waltham- 
stow), where also a range of clinical thermometers with 
cases for safe carrying were on view, as well as therme- 
graphs for recording temperatures in wards and sick rooms, 
and other useful measuring instruments. 

Other exhibitors of surgical and diagnostic appliances 
were Cameron’s Surgical Specialty Company (15, Stratford 
Place, W.1), with a set of lamps, having automatic control, 
for orificial examimation, transillumination, and surgery, 
all the instruments being guaranteed to withstand repeated 
sterilization by boiling or steam pressure; and Albert 
Browne, Limited (Leicester), with a selection of instruments 
in stainless steel and models of operating and examining 
cystoscopes and urethroscopes. The !atter firm also showed 
a new type of head lamp with special focusing adaptation. 


(To be continued.) 


” 


Tue members of the Representative Body, as recorded in the 
Supplement of July 28th (p. 53), visited St. Donat’s Castle on 
Sunday, July 22nd, and took part in a short religious service 
conducted by the Rev. David Rees. A collection was taken, 
to be devoted to the assistance of the overseas medical missian 
societies, and this amounted to the substantial sum of £26. 


Three ivory beads, apparently part of a necklace, were found 
on the lawn at St. Donat’s Castle by the Rev. D. W-. Rees, 
St. Donat’s, Llantwit-Major, Cardiff, after the visit of the 
Association. The beads will be sent to anyone giving Mr. Rees 
a description of them. 


Nabal and Military’ Appointments. 


ROYAL NAVAL MEDICAL SERVICE. 

Surgeon Commander R. F, MacMahon is placed on the retired list with 
the rank of Surgeon Captain. 

Surgeon Commanders R, J. G. Parnell to the Barham and as Squadron 
Medical Officer and for specialist duties on transfer of flag; G. H. Hayes 
to the Warspite on transfer of flag; C. Ross to the Impregnable, G. P. 

shead to the Tamar. 
o> Lieutenants J. J. Keevil to the Barham on transfer of flag; 
Cc. H. Egan to the Warspite on transfer of flag. 

Surgeon Lieutenant D, N. F. Bertram, R.N.V.R., and A. J. Burden have 
entered as Surgeon Lieutenants for short service, and appointed to the 
Victory for Haslar Hospital for course of instruction. : 
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Roya Naval VOLUNTEER RESERVE. 
eon Lieutenant J. Stephen to the Victory for Haslar Hospital. 
etionary Sur, Sublieutenants E. G. Thomas, R. P. Davies, and 
D. A, Williams to the Victory for Haslar Hospital for training. 
gE. L. Yuill has entered us probationary Surgeon Sublieutenant and 
attached to List 2 of the Bristol Division. 


ROYAL ARMY MEDICAL CORPS. 

Lieut.-Colonel H. C. Sidgwick, O.B.E., retires on retired way. g 
The following Majors to be Lieutenant-Colonels: H. T, Wilson, D.S.O., 
vice Lieut.-Colonel H. C. Sidgwick to retired pay; R. C. Hallowes, D.S.O., 
yice Lieut.-Colonel (Brevet Colonel) P. H. Henderson, D.S.0., promoted. 

The following Majors retire on retired pay: A. W. Howlett, G. S. 
Parkinson, D.S.0., and J. Startin, M.C. 

The followin, aptains to be Majors: G. B. Wild, R. D. Cameron, M.C. 
(prov.), W. J. F. Craig, J. Bennet (prov.), W. OC. Connell. © 

The following Lieutenants to be Captains: T. A. J. M. Dodd, R. A. 

ynnett, W. H. Carter, W. A. D. Drummond, J. G. E. Vachell, J. N. 

tkinson, J, D. Corner, and J. T. Smyth. 

Temporary Lieutenant D. J. Allan relinquishes his commission. 


— 


ROYAL AIR FORCE MEDICAL SERVICE. 
Flying Officer G. W. McAleer to C. and M. party, Basrah. 


INDIAN MEDICAL SERVICE. 
. Major C. M. Ganapathy, M.C., is confirmed as Health Officer, Simfa, 
wita effect from November Ist, 1927. 
' Lieut.-Colonel H. C. Keates has retired from the service. 


TERRITORIAL ARMY. 
Royat ARMy MepicaL Corps. 
Major J. H. bee 3 Mary to be Lieutenant-Colonel and to command the 
East Anglian) 
“Major T. E. A. Carr, from T.A. Reserve, to be Captain, with precedence 


as from February 16th, 1924, and > shes the rank of Major. 
Captain E. Scott, D 0., to be Major, with precedence as from 


» 1927, 
To be Lieutenants: J. R. Wright, G. C. Vaughan, W. H. Marston, 
late Cae Sublieutenan RN.VR, (with precedence as from November 
, 1927), J. K. Stell, H. W. Walter, Captain H. R. R. Mavor, late 
Essex Regiment (with precedence as from April 24th, 1928, and relin- 
quishes the rank of Captain), and W. A. Ball. 


COLONIAL MEDICAL SERVICES. 

Dr. W. G. McNaughton ~~ ee Government Medical Officer, Fiji; Drs. 
E. B. Jones, G. A. Ryrie, H. J. Lawson, H. N. Walker, A. Dunlop, and 
E. P. G. Ritchie appointed Medical Officers, Malayan ‘Medical Service; 

r. . K. Carew, District Medical Officer, appointed Resident Com- 
-missioner and Medical Officer, Rotuma Fiji Dr. H. G. Holdbrook to be 
Senior Medical Officer, Selangor; Dr. Ww Hart to be Senior Medical 
Officer, Perak; Drs. 8. P. eo M. Jinadasa, and A. A. M. Weeraperumall 
to be Provincial Su ns, lon; Captain P. H. Martin to be Patho- 
logist, Institute of Medical search, Federated Malay States; Drs. 
G. E. M. B. Dodds, 0. E. M. J. Libert, G. M. M. Menzies, and W. Hunter 
> Medical Officers, West African Medical Staff; Miss G. Lowe, M.B., 

B., to be Medical Officer, Nigeria. 


VACANCIES. 


BatH: Royal UNITED House-Surgeon. (2) House-Physician. 


(3) Assistant House-Surgeon. lary for (1) and (2) £120 per annum, 
and for (3) £100 per annum. 

BeprorD County HospitaL.—House-Surgeon and Assistant House-Surgeon 
(male). Salary £175 and £130 respectively. 

BIRMINGHAM ; CHILDREN’S HOsPITAL.—House-Physician. Salary at the rate 
of £75 per annum, 

Botton Union.—Second Assistant Medical Officer (male) for. Townleys 
Hospital. Salary at the rate of per annum, 
Boot.e BorouGu Hospitat.—(i) Senior Medical Officer. Two Junior 
Medical Officers. Males. Salary for (1) £150 per am and for (2) 

per annum, 

BRADFORD MUNICIPAL GENERAL HOsPITAL.—House-Physicians and House- 
Surgeons. Salary £200 per annum each. 

CANTERBURY ; KENT AND CANTERBURY HospitaL.—(1) Honorary Surgeon to 
the Ear, Nose, and Throat Department. (2) Third Resident Medical 
Officer (male); salary £125 per annum. 

CarpirF: Prince or Wates HospitaL.—House-Surgeon for Ort 
Hospital. Salary £100 per annum. napadtie 

CARMARTHEN : JOINT Counties MentaL HospitaL.—Junior Assistant Medical 
Gificet (unmarried). Salary £300 per annum, 

Cueshe. JOINT .SANATORIUM, Market Drayton.—Assistant Medical Officer 
(male). Salary £250 per annum. ‘ 

East LONDON HosPITAL FOR CHILDREN, Shadwell, E.1.—H 
(male). Salary at the rate of £125 per annum,” weniieencees 

FutHim Boroucn Councit.—Tuberculosis Officer and Assist 
Officer of Health. Salary £750 per annum. oe ee 

InkesTon BorouGH.—Medical Officer of Health and School Medical Offcer. 
Salary £80) per annum. 

Kent County MENTAL HospitaL, Chartham.—Junior (Fourth 
Medical Officer (male). Salary £300 per annum. Assistant 

Kent County MentaL Hospital, Maidstone.—Medical Superintendent. 
Salary £1,000 per annum. 

Leeps City.—Assistant Medical Officer of Health for Maternit 
Welfare. Salary £800 per annum. 

“LricesteR EDUCATION COMMITTEE.—Assistant School Medical Officer (male). 
Salary £600 per annum. 

MancuesteR InFirMaRy.—(1) Honorary Assistant Radiologist 
Electro-therapeutist. (2) Junior House-Surgeon (lady) at ae” Casket 
Branch, Roby Street; salary at the rate of £100 per annum, rising to 
£200 on appointment as senior. ' 


_ NEWCASTLE-UPON-TyNE PartsH.—Resident Medical Officer (female) at the 


Wingrove Hospital. Salary £250 per annum. ; 

NOTTINGHAM CHILDREN’s Hospitat.—Resident House-Physician (woman), 
Salary at the rate of £150 per annum. 

NortmncHaM City Councit.—Medical Officer of Health. Salary £1,440 per 
annum, : 

OLpHaM RoyaL InFIRMARY:.—House-Surgeon. Salary £175 per annum. 

PLYMOUTH HOMOEOPATHIC AND GENERAL HospiTaL.—House-Surgeon (male), 
Salary £100 per annum. 

Reipinc : Royal BeRKsHIRe HospitaL.—Third House-Surgeon. Salary £150 
per annum. ‘ 

RorTHERHAM HospitaL.—House-Physician (male). Salary £180 per. annum. 

Seamen’s Hospitan Society, Dreadnought Hospital, Greenwich.—Surgeon, 

STOCKTON-ON-TEES : STOCKTON AND THORNABY HlosPiTaL.—Junior Resident 
Medical Officer (male, unmarried). Salary £150 per annum. 

Swansea GENERAL AND Eyg Hospitat.—Senior Resident Officer (male, 
unmarried). Salary £250, rising by £50. _ 

West BROMWICH AND District GENERAL Hospitat.—(1) Resident House- 
Surgeon... (2) House-Physician. (3) Casualty House-Surgeon. (Males, 
unmarried). Salary £200 per annum each. ‘ 

West LONDON HospitaL, Hammersmith Road, W.6.—Non-resident Casualty 
Officer. Salary at the rate of £5 5s. per week. 

WESTERN OPHTHALMIC HospitaL, Marylebone Road, N.W.1.—Junior Non- 
resident House-Surgeon. Salary at the rate of £100 per annum. 

WINCHESTER : ROYAL HAMPSHIRE COUNTY HosPITaL.—Honorary Physician. 


CertiryInG Factory SurGEONS.—The following appointments are vacant: 
Eastbourne (Sussex), Wendron to the Chief 
* Inspector of Factories, Home Office, Whitehall, S.W.1. : 


This list of vacancics is compiled from our advertisement columns, 
where full particulars will be found. To ensure notice in this 
column. advertisements must be received not later than the first 
post on Tuesday morning. 


British Medical Association. 


OFFICES, BRITISH MEDICAL ASSOCIATION HOUSE, 
TAVISTOCK SQUARE, W.C.1. 


Departments. 
SURSCRIPTIONS AND ADVERTISEMENTS ont Secretary and Business 
Manager. Telegrams: Articulate Westcent, London). 
Meptcat Secretary (Telegrams: Medisecra Westcent, London). 
Evitor, British Medical Journal (Telegrams: Aitiology Westcent, 


London). 

Telephone numbers of British Medical Association and British Medical 
9861, a and 9864 (internal exchange, 
our lines). 


ScortisH MEDIcaL SECRETARY: 7, Edinburgh. (Tele 
grams: Associate, Edinburgh. Tel. : 24361 Edinburgh.) 

IrntsH MEDICAL SscRETARY: 16, South Frederick Street, Dublin. (Tele 
grams: Bacillus, Dublin. Tel. : 4737 Dublin.) 


POST-GRADUATE COURSES AND LECTURES. 
FELLOWSHIP OF MEDICINE AND PosT-GRADUATE MEDICAL ASSOCIATION, 
1, Wimpole Street, W.1.—Infants Hospital, Vincent Square, S.W.1: 
Special Courses in Diseases of Infants; Lecture Demonstrations daily 
at 2 p.m., and special visits; fee (two weeks) £3 3s. 
LiverPooL UNIVERSITY CLINICAL SCHOOL ANTE-NATAL _CLINICS.—Roya’ 
Infirmary: Mon. and Thurs., 10.36 a.m. Maternity Hospital: Mon, 
Tues., Wed., Thurs., and Fri., 11.30 a.m. 


BIRTHS, MARRIAGES, AND DEATHS. 


The charge for inserting announcement of Births, Marriages, and 
Deaths is 9s., which sum should .be forwarded with the notice 
not later than the first post on Tucsday morning, in order to 
ensure insértion in the current issue. 


BIRTHS. 
Fraser.—At Cnsheteriies Boning. Home, Reigate, on July 30th, to Joan, 
wife of J. A. Fraser, M.B., D.P.H., a daughter. . 
LinetL.—On July 22nd, at Wellesley Hospital, Toronto, to Frances, wife 
of Dr. Eric A. Linell, a daughter. 
Liorp.—On August 1st, at 29, Bramham Gardens, S.W., to Olive, wife of 
W. Ernest Lloyd, M.D., M.R.C.P., @ son. . 
Srevens.—On August 3rd, et Redholme, Thame, to Marjorie, wife of 
A. L. B. Stevens, B.M., M.R.C.S., a daughter. 


MARRIAGES. 

Fraser-Werr.—At Wellington Church, engen, on August 1st, 1928, by the 
Very Rev. G. H. Morrison, D.D., assisted by the Rev. Foster Franklyn 
M.A. (brother-in-law of the bride), Donaid Alexander Fraser, M.By 
Ch.B., son of Mr. and Mrs. John Fraser, Ashlyn, Inverness, to Janet 
Anne Orrock Weir, M.B., Ch.B., daughter of the late John Weir and of 
Mrs. Weir, Fonthill, Sidcup, Kent. 

Munro-LowTHeR Boucu.—On August 2nd, at Ackworth Parish Chureh, by 
the Rev. C. M. Lowther Bouch, James Gibson Munro, M.B., Ch.B., of 
Kimberley, Nottingham, to Lilias Anne, eldest daughter of J. Lowther 
Bouch, Rector of Ackworth. 

DEATHS. 

Carrott.—On August Ist, at 3, Artillery Mansions, Woolwich, Louis Bly 
Reginald, son of the late W. R. Carroll of Clare Castle, co. Clare, 2 
Mrs. Carroll. 

McEacHran.—On July 30th, at Pearston, South Africa, David McEachran, 
M.B., Ch.B.Ed., husband of Mary McEachran, 50, Margaret Grove 
Harborne, Birmingham, 

Yeats.—On July 17th, 1928, at Hadspen House, Clewer, Elizabeth Yeats, 
aged 81, for seventeen years matron of Gloucester Infirmary. 


Printed and published by the British Medical Association, at their Office, Tavistock Square, in the Parish of St. Pancras, in the County of London. 
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